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National Online Rural Network Meeting and UKAFEST Event 

The National Rural Network activities carried out under the IPARD Program in Turkey aim to enable 
communication and collaboration between various rural development institutions, organizations and 
stakeholders. National Rural Network of Turkey which was launched on November 28, 2017 by the IPARD 
Managing Authority has completed its organizational work in 2018 and various workshops, training 
activities and meetings were held under its scope until today. Just like its counterparts in Europe, Turkey's 
National Rural Network is working in coordination with the European Network for Rural Development to 
foster cross-border cooperation and share its experience with EU member countries. The IPARD Managing 
Authority, which carries out the activities of the National Rural Network, has decided to continue its 
activities using online communication channels due to the Covid-19 pandemic that a�ected the whole 
world in 2020. In line with this decision, the 2020 National Rural Network meeting was held under the title 
of "Online Annual National Rural Network Meeting and UKAFEST 2020 " with the participation his 
excellency, Dr. Bekir PAKDEMİRLİ, the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry on 7-8-9 December 2020. The 
event started with the opening remarks of the Minister of Agriculture and Forestry Dr. Bekir PAKDEMİRLİ, 
Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Foreign A�airs, Mr. Ambassador Faruk Kaymakcı, Head of the EU 
Delegation to Turkey, Ambassador Nikolaus Meyer-Landrut and Head of IPARD Managing Authority and 
Acting Deputy General Manager of the Agrarian Reform, Dr. Osman YILDIZ and Acting President of ARDSI Dr. 
Muhammed ADAK and approximately 4100 participants from public institutions, local administrations, 
academic institutions, universities, research centers, producer organizations, regional development 
agencies, producer sector representatives, farmers, non-governmental organizations, women's associations 
and cooperatives and Local Action Groups / Associations (LAGs) and the European Rural Development 
Network (ENRD) participated in the event. Local and foreign participants, who are experts in their �elds, 
made presentations and explained their activities during the meetings where eight predetermined themes 
(Promoting Small Family Businesses, De�nition of Rural Areas, Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Rural 
Areas, Rural Tourism, LEADER Approach-Bottom-to-Top Rural Development, Medicinal and Aromatic Plants, 
Short Supply Value Chains and Development of the IPARD Program) were discussed. Moreover, 43 Project 
and Local Action Groups established under the IPARD program co-funded by the Republic of Turkey with 
the European Union gave information about themselves and their work in the virtual booths that were set 
up. The promotional �lms of these projects were broadcast throughout the program in the form of 
cinevision shows.



Gülanta Project Event

One of the activities carried out within the scope of the National Rural Network is the GÜLANTA 
(Rose-Lavender) Project, which is carried out by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and carried out in 
Isparta in order to spread good practice examples. In order to inform the rural population in the region about 
these two important herbal products that have the potential to be used in high value added production, the 
�rst activity of the GÜLANTA project was carried out between September 5-6, 2018 in Isparta's Güneykent 
town and Kuyucak village under the name of "GÜLANTA Awareness Workshop". The idea of GÜLANTA, which 
was born out of combining the rose, which has long years of local experience in the production and 
processing stages and has a special place in the World, and lavender with high economic yield and suitable for 
growing in the region, is an important step in implementing the principle of maximum yield in micro scale, 
which is one of the basic approaches of the National Rural Network. In the GÜLANTA Awareness Workshop, to 
which representatives of the relevant sector, public institutions, universities and non-governmental 
organizations as well as women's cooperatives were invited, the importance of rose and lavender in the �eld 
of complementary medicine was emphasized. The GÜLANTA project continued its activities within the scope 
of the National Rural Network in 2020, and the National Rural Network GÜLANTA Project Activity was held in 
Isparta with the participation of the Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Mr. Fatih Metin, on December 
16, 2020.The meeting started with the opening remarks of Isparta Deputy Governor Dr. Hakan KUBALI, Mayor 
of Isparta Mr. Şükrü BAŞDEĞİRMEN, General Manager of Agrarian Reform Mr. Hasan ÖZLÜ and Head of IPARD 
Managing Authority, Deputy General Manager of Agrarian Reform Dr. Osman YILDIZ  in the presence of 
representatives of the European Commission, then the Lavender Fragrant Village Women's Cooperative 
distillation unit was opened and the Deputy Minister Fatih Metin also attended the opening. Within the scope 
of the event, Dr. İlkay KILIÇ,  t Head of EU Structural Adjustment Managing Authority Department of the 
General Directorate of Agrarian Reform, made a presentation on “The Importance of National Rural Network 
Gülanta Stakeholder Cooperation”. During the event, the project activities were introduced, the Central 
Gülanta Meeting was held and the Kuyucak Women's Cooperative activities were introduced and the event 
was successfully completed with the presentations of valuable stakeholders and the launch of 11 plants with 
Medicinal and Aromatic characteristics and which are unique to the Isparta Region.


